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BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
PICTURE BOOKS 


Koester, Sharon Smith Whitman 
WHERE ARE YOU GOING TODAY? Cloth; $2.00 


A picture book for three and four year olds, who are full of questions about 
"What are you doing?" "Where are you going?" etc. This deals with a recurrent situa- 
tion as people leave home - daddy for work, brother for school, and as the day ad- 
vances come back again. With this as central theme, pictures and captions follow a 
small child through the day's activities. Friendly, appealing pictures- by the author- 
in color and black and white, are pleasantly realistic. Paper pastedown on cloth 
binding. (Publ. LC: 57-7638) 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Kraus, Robert Harper 
LADYBUG, LADYBUG! Paper over board; $1.75 


Chaos compounded by nonsense is the result of a small boy reciting the child- 
hood rhyme, and thereby putting in a false fire alarm. In lively wash drawings by the 
author and jingles that might better have been prose as captions, the story is told of 
a sort of joke that turned out all right in the end. (Publ. LC: 56-5157) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Nett, Roger Houghton, Mifflin 
THORNTREE MEADOWS Cloth; $2.50 


Are we being captious when we say that everything seems wrong about this 
book? While rooted in the tradition of Thornton Burgess, A.A. Milne and Thurber, it 
emerges as a shadowy semblance - an animal land whimsy that fails to come off. The 
age appeal is gauged for 8-12 by the publishers. We'd place it considerably lower, 
at, perhaps, a read aloud level, about 7 to 9. ... An aardvark, Hamlet (a pig perhaps?) 
and a hippopotamus cavort with an Orlon dog in an idyllic existence that makes efforts 
to be amusing but fails to capture the interest of this reader. (Publ. LC: 57-5879) 


Jones, Patricia- Adapted by Rand McNally 
Paper over board; $1.50 
FAIR, BROWN AND TREMBLING 


An Irish version of the Cinderella theme which is- after all- immortal. 
But somehow the sophistication of the telling and of the Jan Balet illustrations 
doesn't fit with the Slottie Toys in the back of the book, which would seem to gear 
the story for younger tastes. An attractive format which will probably put the book 
‘a aaa Books of the Year class, where Jan Balet has already rated three times. 
Publ. 
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Justus, May Holt 
PEDDLER'S PACK $2.75 © 


May Justus, turns in her latest book to verse, riddles and games. She has 
recorded here a heritage of rhymes and riddles and ballads crooned from one generation 
te the next in “the hidden hollows" of the Great Smoky Mountains. This pleasant compi- 
lation of songs, nonsense, games and Americana is illustrated by Jean Tamburine. (5/2. 


LC: 57-5745) 





AT THE DARK OF THE MOON Cloth; $2.95 


* An unusually fine blend of easy reading, suspense and information about the 
life of Indians today is offered in the story of Stoney Kimbasket, an eight year old 
Indian boy who lives on a Reserve in British Columbia with his grandmother. When 
government authorities interfere with their life for the sake of his education, Stoney 
proves to be as brave as his ancestors. Clear readable type and illustrations by Clare 
Bice. Back sewn. (Publ.) ' 


Good, Mabel Tinkiss St. Martins Press 
| 


REPRINTS, NEW EDITIONS AND INEXPENSIVE BOOKS 


d'Aulaire, Ingri & Edgar Parin Doubleday 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN Paper over board; $3.00 | 


* This won the Caldecott in 1939. It still stands as without peer in its cate- 
gory of a first biography of Abraham Lincoln. The pictures, originally done on stone, © 
have been redrawn, with no loss of the mellow quality that stone lithography gave; the 
text has been strengthened- and it always was significant for its skillful inclusion 
of many of the beloved incidents of Lincoln's childhood and youth, along with a not too 
expurgated high-spotting of the later years in his country's service. (4/18) 


Falls, C. B. Doubleday 
ABC BOOK Cloth; $2.50 


* A big book with lots of pictures that has been out of print too long. Des- 
pite all the ABC books that have come our way in the thirty odd years since this was 
first published, almost none have measured up to it in direct appeal to the two to 
four year old. Even the inclusion of some not so familiar animals seems to add to 
its popularity. Astonishingly modern in conception and design. (4/18) 


Pyle, Howard Scribner 
OTTO OF THE SILVER HAND $2.75 


The classic story of the simple-witted Otto, whose virtue conquers the robber 
barons, is now available in smaller size with the original illustrations by the author. 
The text is unabridged. (Publ. LC: 57-6471) 
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Strachan, Winona | - Dutton 
CHRISTOPHER JARRET OF NEW PLYMOUTH $3.00 


With Plymouth and Jamestown currently in the foreground of young reader 
interest, this adds another panel in a chronicle of the adventures of Christopher 
Jarrett, who has come to the New World to seek his sister, Betsy, who was abducted 
from London. He is taken into the household of Governor Bradford, and through his 
eyes the reader sees a closeup of the problems of a colony which included the self- 
seeking and the unstable as well as the dedicated. This adds a new view; too often 
the problems are seen as wholly external. But even so, one could wish a richer 
historical treatment, a faster pace of story. The subject matter is handled at an 
elementary level that limits the appeal to this age group. (4/19. LC: 57-7600) 


Rinden, Gertrude Jenness Friendship 
Cloth; $2.50 
KENJI Paper; $1.25 


This lively tale of Kenji, a likeable boy growing up in Japan today, offers 
fine background material debunking the stereotyped picture of Japan as the land of 
cherry blossoms and fans. It shows the heavy responsibilities of a young boy whose 
father died after the war. Kenji's. mother feels obligated to barter his young sister 
so that Kenji may continue his education. His reaction to this dilemma and his dual 
feelings toward an American girl classmate provide humor and pathos with insight 
into Japanese culture. This strong plot unfolds with the immediacy of some of James 
Michener's work and with spiritual character delineation reminiscent of Pearl Buck's 
The Big Wave. (6/3. LC: 57-6168) 


Foster, Harold Hastings House 
THE MEDIEVAL CASTLE $2.50 


The Prince Valiant books have proved that they have a real function as 
bridging books from the comics to the more conventional type of historical and period 
adventure. Into these books has gone a great deal of sound research. Now comes a 
different type of book from the creator of Prince Valiant - a book that reads some- 
what like notebook jottings of factual content for a story about the Middle Ages. 
The story itself is static, lacking in any pace or build up to climax. But the text 
traces the year-round pattern of life in a medieval castle, the wars of those days 
waged between neighboring overlords, the activities of castle life, for all, the 
steps in training boys to advance towards knighthood. It answers a great many of 
the questions raised by such books as Men of Iron and Otto of the Silver. Hand as to 
the hows and whys. And the pen drawings by Harold Foster are authentic and accurate 
in detail. Content material rather than fiction- and it would better have been 
presented as such. (4/22) 


Worcester, Donald Oxford 
LONE HUNTER AND THE CHEYENNE $2.75 


* This fast-paced Indian story of long ago will have its audience wide-eyed 
keeping up with Lone Hunter and Buffalo Boy, two young boys of the Oglala tribe who 
defend their camp against a Cheyenne attack. Taken captive by the enemy, the boys 
are held prisoner. The perils that lie between them and reunion with their own 
tribe can compete with the most exciting fare TV offers the young. Tense action 
follows as the boys outwit their captors. Illustrations in two colors are by Harper 
Johnson. (Publ. LC: 57-6482) : 
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Thurber, James Simon & Schuster 
THE WONDERFUL O $3.50 ® 


* Thurber has done it again. The Wonderful Ois another of his fables for our 
time and our children, as fancifully charming as his earlier Many Moons. This time, 
Thurber creates a villainous pirate crew, headed by a vicious leader, Black. Intent 
on destroying all things spelled with the letter 0, Black and his henchmen are after 
treasure buried on an island. Finally the good forces spelled with the letter 0 and 
the heroine of the story, Andrea, put Black and his cronies to rout. It's not literal, 
but it's logical if you enjoy Thurberland. Illustrations by Marc Simont. (5/20. 


LC: 57-7942) 





EIGHT TO ELEVEN- Non-Fiction 


Land & Peoples Volumes | 4 Holiday House 
Taylor, Alice INDIA F \ 15 $3125 


Another addition to a series now numbering twenty in which concise profiles ' 
of successive countries present the current picture of what is happening and how people 
live. There is no attempt to fictionize the material. It is clear, vivid, and various ! 
facets are given,- economic, cultural, historical- so that the end result is a rounded 
picture. Good supplementary reading for social studies, this makes geography more 
alive for today's children. One questions whether it is the sort of material nine and 
ten year olds would seek spontaneously, but if assigned the subject matter, here is a 
well grounded portrait of India, with its multitudinous peoples, religions, ways of 
life, with the modern impinging on the traditional, with new ways giving an ancient 
people another chance. Durably bound. Illustrated in line and color by Rafaello 
Busoni. (Pubdl.) @ 


Lewellen, John Knopf 
j $2.25 
THE EARTH SATELLITE: Man's First True Space Adventure 


This has immediate news value, following so closely as it does on the news 
releases concerning plans for launching earth satellites in 1958. All sorts of questions 
that young and old are asking are answered simply, concisely and with John Lewellen's 
soundly scientific approach. How will it get up? What sort of path will it trace? 

What will keep it up? How long will it stay up? What kinds of instruments will it 
carry and what function will they serve? Diagrams and drawings by Ida Scheib provide 
factual and explanatory illustration. The Naval Research Laboratory is vouching for the 
accuracy of the text. Young science in recommended form. (4/15. LC: 57-5260) 


Giant Golden Book Simon & Schuster 
Publ. Paper over board; $3.95 


* Terrien, Samuel- LANDS OF THE BIBLE- An atlas and picture history of the 
Holy Land is a welcome addition to the Giant Golden Books and will be a boon to church 
groups, Sunday Schools of the Protestant denominations, and social study classes, where 
a new dimension is added to geography of Biblical lands. The author is the Auburn Pro- 
fessor of Old Testament at Union Theological Seminary and has lived in the Holy Land. 
The artist too has painted in the Middle East. Full color relief maps, photographs, 
paintings in jewelled colors accompany an excellent text tracing the history and story 
of these lands of Old and New Testament. (Publ.) © 





As 
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Power, Rhoda Houghton, Mifflin 
FROM THE FURY OF THE NORTHMEN $3.00 


These are sixteen stories of events in British history told by participants 
or witnesses. Characterization is two dimensional, the tales are episodic and the 
material is presented in a manner which leaves it unrelated to the American boy or 
girl's interests or experiences. Illustrations are rather cramped black and white 
drawings by Pauline Baynes. (Publ. LC: 56-8269) 


Reason, Joyce Roy 
TO CAPTURE THE KING: $3.00 


This historical adventure story is set in Britain, 1752. Prudence Winter 
and her cousin Kit Merriweather find a wounded stranger in the garden. The myster- 
ious victim is desperately eager to save the Falding Treasure, a family inheritance 
of jewels, from falling into the hands of those who would back a Jacobite uprising. 
Trying to help the stranger, Kit and Prudence become involved in an imbroglio of 
smugglers and Jacobite ambitions. Although the complexity of the plot coupled with 
the political-religious relationships of the time make this fairly complex reading 
for American readers, the book shows British thinking when American philosophies 
took shape. Too, the Oglethorpe family plays an important part in the story, as 
well as Horace Walpole, William Pitt and Samuel Johnson. Illustrated by David 
Walsh with black and white line drawings. (5/6. LC: 57-7085) 


Rush, Philip Roy 
MY BROTHER LAMBERT $3.00 


Philip Rush keeps action stirring, suspense alive and characterization 
three dimensional in this tale of a vainglorious young man, Lambert Simnel, whose 
vanity makes him the pawn of an unscrupulous group headed by a villainous priest, 
William Symonds. Lambert swears his sister Blanche to secrecy and reveals their 
plan for him to impersonate the imprisoned Earl of Warwick in order eventually to 
control the British throne. Blanche weighs loyalty to King and brother and follows 
a course to aid them both with the guidance of her confessor. Her pluck brings high 
adventure with a gallant comrade, Richard Carvel. This is a vivid account of the 
War of Roses, with characterization kept more important than battles. It seemed 
to this reader rather like an enlargement of a choice section in a rare medieval 
tapestry. Illustrations are line drawings by David Walsh. (5/6. LC: 57-6966) 


O'Connor, Patrick Ives Washburn 
MEXICAN ROAD RACE $2.75 


This story of a boy, two girls and a racing car has sure appeal for the 
motor-minded teen ager. Woody Hartford, a young racing car enthusiast, is at odds 
with his fiancee, Mary Jane. She is jealous of his interest in the Black Tiger, a 
new racing car, and feuds with Rocky, daughter of the manufacturer of the Black 
Tiger. How Woody wins the Mexican Road Race driving the Black Tiger and settles 
the feud between the girls is exciting and informative reading. There are several 
awkwardly interjected very mildly objectionable phrases, but our criticism is one 
of taste more than of moral considerations. (5/7) 
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Power-Waters, Alma Dutton @ 
VIRGINIA GIANT $3.00 


The author of The Story of Young Edwin Booth returns in her latest work to 
fictionalized historic biography. The Virginia giant, Peter Francisco, is an orphan 
of unknown parentage, who aids the leaders of the American Revolution with his extra- 
ordinary strength and size. Peter's exploits as a recruit of 16, the courage he shows 
and the wounds he suffers in significant battles of the Revolution, provide exciting 
reading for youthful resders and offer glimpses en route of Nathaniel Greene, Lafayette, 
and Patrick Henry. Although the riddle of Peter's identity remains unsolved, General 
Washington rewards Peter's valor with the gift of a silver sword. The author has sup- 
plemented meager historical references to a comparatively minor figure by interviews 
with Peter Francisco's descendants. Easy historical reading with illustrations by 
Lorence F. Bjorklund. (Publ. LC: 57-7599) 





Rowland, John Roy 
THE PENICILLIN MAN $2.75 ) 


This is the biography of Alexander Fleming, the Scotch boy who discovered 
the mould from which penicillin is made. It's a readable story about a great person- 
ality, but Fleming the man does not come alive. Although the reader never really sees 
Fleming without the scientist's white coat, it unfolds a significant life story with 
insight into the rewards of the research scientist's life. (Publ. LC: 57-7195) 


Winwar, Frances World 
ELIZABETH $3.00 


The lyric story of Elizabeth Barrett, the fragile poetess, is reaffirmed in 
Frances Winwar's biography. In this book, however, we see not only her childhood in 
England, but her life after her marriage to Robert. Many new aspects of Elizabeth 
the woman appear. She was a too indulgent mother and her political support was rashly 
given. "Song", a previously unpublished poem, appears here for the first time. Her 
father's bitterness at Elizabeth's elopment is re-created in its unending fury. This 
well-rounded story is told simply and sensitively. Here is an exceptionally happy blend 
of biographer and subject. (Publ. LC: 57-5899) 


Note:- From this TWELVE TO SIXTEEN section, check the following titles for. YOUNG ADULTS 


Fiction- O'Connor, Patrick- MEXICAN ROAD RACE (Ives Washburn) - see P. 309 


Non-fiction- Winwar, Frances- ELIZABETH (World) - see immediately above. 
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Spring Crop of Mysteries, Westerns and Science Fiction 


Pa ge 

Heinlein, Robert A. THE DOOR INTO SUMMER (Doubleday 880 
Kendrick, Baynard RESERVATIONS FOR DEATH (Morrow) 915 
Locke, Charles 0. THE HELLBENT KID (Norton) 916 
Garve, Andrew THE MEGSTONE PLOT (Harper ) 54 
Meredith, Scott- Ed. BAR 6 (Dutton) : 54 
Overholser, Wayne D. THE DESPERATE MAN (Macmillan) 161 
Maine, Charles Eric THE ISOTOPE MAN (Lippincott - 5/29) 238 
Upfield, Arthur W. THE BUSHMAN WHO CAME BACK (Doubleday - 6/6) 291 

NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 

Albert, Marvin H. Appleton-Century-Crofts 
BROADSIDES AND BOARDERS $5.00 


Wooden hulled warships from the 16th to the 19th century played their cruc- 
cial part in the power struggles of England, Spain, the Netherlands, France and America. 
Their history provides- in abundant measure- adventure, bits of biography, great epi- 
sodes that changed world history, hero tales, etc. With the destruction of the Spanish 
Armada the oar-driven galley tactics met their doom; the end of the War of 1812 brought 
the history up to the day of the steamship. For full report see P. 302. (5/2. 

LC: 57-8847 ) 


Sharp, D. Louise Holt 
WHY TEACH? $4 .00 


An inspiring collection of pieces from some of America's distinguished con- 
temporary writers meets the challenge of a question young people are asking today. 
The inspiration, the substantial rewards of teaching, come through in one viewpoint 
after another. With manning the desks of the nation one of the serious gaps in our 
country's defenses, this should prove reliable ammunition. (Full report on p. 


(4/24. LC: 56-6732) 


Samuels, Charles McGraw-Hill 
THE MAGNIFICENT RUBE $4.50 


This biography of "Tex" Rickard borrows excitement from his life, for it is 
filled with dime novel elements and gives credit to the man who took prize fighting 
out of the gutter. A chore boy at ten, a trail rider at eleven, a cowboy in his teens, 
Tex was married and a home town marshall in his twenties; he went north to the gold 
fields; he made the jump to South Africa after non-existent diamonds; and while there 
more or less stumbled into the cut-throat world of prize fighting, where he won 
through to sensational success as a promoter. A solid tribute to a great sporting — 
wan. For full report see P. 296. (5/13. LC: 57-8627) 


Ewen, David Prentice-Hall 
PANORAMA OF AMERICAN POPULAR MUSIC $4.95 


As a clear and widely ranging survey of all kinds of American popular music 
from ballads to jazz, this should appeal to the growing market of people interested 
in the field. The contributions of folk ballads, the economics of Tin Pan Alley, the 
outgrowths of Swing and Be-Bop are treated with equal discernment. The personalities 
in the field- Louis Armstrong, Dizzie Gillespie, Bix Beiderbecke, composers and per- 
formers alike, are made integral to the abery of popular music. For full report 
see P, 294. (5/1. LC: 57-6173) 
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Michener, James A. & Random House 
Day, A. Grove RASCALS IN PARADISE $4.75 @ 


Ten adventurers whose stage was the Pacific and who played their parts be- 
tween 1595 and 1953 have been chosen as examples of men (and one woman) whose choice 
of escape lay in the Pacific. Sometimes greed, sometimes a lure of the unknown, some- 
times lust for power lay behind the urge. There were pirates and buccaneers, a writer, 
an artist, a politician, a whaleman and others among the characters here portrayed. 
With research and scholarship joined to a rare gift of spinning a yarn, this makes good 
reading for special tastes. For full report see P. 293. (6/10. IC: 57-5364) 


Reynolds » Quentin Rinehart 
3 THEY FOUGHT FOR THE SKY $3.95 


The air aces of World War I evoke a nostalgia and heroism one might have for- 
“gotten. They went aloft and into enemy territory with almost no training and in crates 
designed and produced within a matter of days. From the first skirmishes to America's 
entry to the war and the beginnings of mass bombing raids, this is a creditable account 
with the professional pace of a practiced hand. Illustrated. (Full report on p. 251. 
5/20. LC: 57-7503) 


Beke, Laszlo Viking 
A STUDENT'S DIARY: judapest Oct. 16 - Nov. 1 $1.95 


This is an expansion of one student's experience as the unrest and drive to 
regain lost liberties disrupted into the revolt in Hungary. An art student, Beke was 
also leader of the protest groups instrumental in triggering the whole revolution. In 
his deep emotional division, fearful as he was for his pregnant wife, this brings triumph @ 
and tragedy into juxtaposition and leaves an impress as a moving document and a first 
hand : of a glorious interlude in the struggle for liberty. (Full report on p. 2h0. 

Publ. 





BOOKS FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Doublecheck WHY TEACH? by D. Louise Sharp (Holt) reviewed on the preceding page. 


Wesley, Edgar B. Harper 
NEA: ihe first Hundred Years $5 .00 


The centennial of the National Education Association parallels the course of 
modern education in this country. The NEA was instrumental in founding and working 
out its aims and spirit, and in supplying curricula for kindergartens, elementary and 
high schools, teachers' colleges. Co-education and the integration of Negro students 
and teachers were part of the program. The ideals of the great teachers were inter- 
preted and projected. NEA has worked in behalf of liberal values and dones its share 
in the international picture. For full report see P. 30l. (5/29. LC: 56-11918) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 
2 (J-2) Mauzey, Merritt- OILFIELD BOY- from 3/15 to 4/26. Price is $2.75. 
(Abelard-Schuman ) 
66 (J-22) Wilson, Karl- THE PLAIN AND FANCY MOTHER GOOSE- from 4/? to 5/3 (Abelard- © 
Schuman ) 
219 (J-75) Longstreth & Ludwig- 48 PLUS 1- from 3/29 to 5/10 (Abelard-Schuman ) 
220 (J-76) Selby-Lowndes, Joan- CIRCUS TRAIN- from 4/22 to 5/6 (Abelard-Schuman) 
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No MUST BCOKS; no DARK HORSES; TWO FOR THE SHOW 


Slim pickings as early Summer publications approach. Ray Bradbury's. name will cap- 
ture a market all unsuspecting, for a wholly different type of book- DANDELION WINE 


(Doubleday) - and may end by securing a new coterie; Jay Williams gives us a well- 
above-average historical, THE I7CHES (Random House). For. the rest- not much to 
distinguish them. Reports in section following. 


| Special Note:- We are finding it difficult to indicate in book after book those asp- 
ects that might prove questionable i: Public Library selection. Rather. than say, 


ad nausecm, "Public Libraries beware", we are adopting a code letter- (Q)- which 
simply means, "There are passages in this that the conservative reader might find 
objectionable. Question it.”...To those to whom this is a matter of no m: ment, the 


code can be ignored. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 


May 15 
Harris, Kathleen Avalon 
JANE ARDEN, STAFF NURSE $2.75 
@ eee has a new position which brings her to room with an old friend, Smitty, 
and in the hospital a hamster breeds friendship with an overserious researcher, John. 


All work and no play results in double pneumonia for John- and both girls assume his 
care, consider it as a longer term prospect, but it is John who chooses Smitty. There's 
still wealthy, devoted Nicky for Jane.... For that unquestioning, unquestionably rental 
audience, but it's a little limp. (LC:57-8741) 


Judson, Jeanne Avalon 
OPTION ON LOVE $2.75 


Philippa, at the death of her father, refuses a minimal offer for his real 
estate business and attempts to carry it on- and at the same time keep an eye on her 
mother's dangerous extravagances. She is helped, however, by extremely charming Tony- 
and the rougher cut Joe O'Meara who works for her. The very pretty Teresa, Joe's girl, 
attracts Tony- but before the business is profitably sold Teresa and Joe, Tony and 
Philippa are realigned.... No big deal this- but the many operations- commercial and 
romantic- make it a better than average rental transaction. (LC:57-8743) 


Wesley, Elizabeth Avaion 
POLLY'S SUMMER STOCK $2.75 


Innocuously on the adolescent side, this stage-struck tale carries Polly 

Roberts from Indiana to New York and on to Maine for her chance in the theater. 
Through newspaperman Peter, who has written a play, she is accepted by Marvin for his 
summer stock theater in Pete's home town in Maine and is encouraged by early season 
performances and work. The arrival of actor-director Mason and his casting makes 
Polly's dream come true for she gets two good leading parts- but is bad in them. It 
is through Pete's New York investigations and her own integrity that Mason's chicanery 

© is unmasked: and Pete's play salvaged for Broadway production. Dreams-come-true 
department. (LC:57-8742) 


@313- 
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May 24 


Kersh, Gerald Simon & Schuster © 
FOWLERS END $3095 


Despite the claims of the publishers that this "is a book impossible not to 
enjoy" I found it very easily possible to be bored, and to find it difficult reading be- 
cause of the weird speech- not even authentic Cockney but a lingo all Sam Yudenow's own. 
(Perhaps a blend of Yiddish and Cockney and a permanent sinus infection?). A man, of 
reasonably high degree, finds himself thrust into the job of bouncer (General Manager, 
according to Sam, his employer) at the Pantheon, sordid, unpleasant cinema-cum- eating 
and drinking joint in London's odd slum corner, Fowlers End. The characters are drawn in 
caricature; the grotesque attitudes and twisted thinking may provide some wry moments of 
humor, but the whole follows a tortuous path of recording the descent of man. Individual 
incidents supply the pieces of the puzzle, but the whole adds up to an unpalatable piece 
of reportage and photography. There may be a Kersh clique, but this reader does not 


qualify. (LC:57-7305) aie 
Sune 6 Lagu 7 a) 6 


Bradbury, Ray Doubleday 
DANDELION WINE $3.95 


The impossibility of pigeon-holing Ray Bradbury as a science fiction writer is 
once again emphasized in this charming philosophical study of adolescence. Douglas 
Spaulding at twelve is suddenly excitingly aware of the world around him, of the magic 
and wonder and understanding that had passed him by. His neighbors take on new dimensions. 
Death and old age as universal factors of living shock him to the depths. A country summer 
becomes something that must be seized and recorded with every passing hour. A friend who 
has been all-compassing moves from town; it is almost more than he can bear = and he turns 
to his small brother with unexpected attachment. The dandelion wine becomes a symbol of @ 
successive events, week by week. This is not a novel. Rather is it a blend of nostalgic 
recall - very definitely an adult remembering, interpreting, philosophizing over the brief 
period of awakening that belongs to adolescence, and episodes about incidents, often 
horrors, related to other people in the town. There's a succession of murders of young 
women; there's a newcomer, an old lady, who learns through the children not to cling to her 
past; there's a strange love affair between an elderly spinster and a young newspaper man; 
there's an ancient whose vivid reliving of his past brings history to life for the boy 
listeners. Douglas is now a central figure, now a participant, and frequently merely a 
passer-by in the lives of his elders. This demands rather special handling and understand- 
ing. The poignant quality of Bradbury's writing, the evocative elements that will capture 
others than his usual audience, combine to make this an unusual reading experience. (LC: 


57-7824 ) 


NN 


June 17 


Wolfe, Bernard Knopf 
IN DEEP $395 


In Limbo and again in The late Risers Wolfe revealed an ability to merge stark 
adventure in terms of modern science with a kind of abstract symbolism that set him apart 
from others in the genre. Now in this third book, the central theme might well provide 
material for a Hitchcock film, but it is almost buried in the peripheral themes, reaching 
back through the lives of the central characters. The main thread follows the unravelling 
of the mystery which involved Barto Caro, Spaniard of Cuban birth, and which brought about 
his murder. The Caro family had been virtually wiped out:- the father disappeared in the 
Spanish Civil War; Barto was thought to have been killed, but turns up again in Key West, 
still the goal of the man he had called uncle, one Brod; Luz, the sister, whom Barto was 





seeking, had been hidden away by Brod, and had become an epileptic and a whore. Then Barto, 
who has become a partner in a deep sea diving venture, of the oceanologist who tells the 
story, is killed presumably by Brod or his gang. And the FBI secret service agents close 
in. There are flashbacks to the Spanish Civil War; flashbacks to Barto's war service in 
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the Pacific; letters- some of them phoney- from Barto to his partner, revealing 
something of his search for Luz, something of the secret he carried. And when the 
threads come together, there is revelation of the dangerous knowledge Barto held- 
and of the ring-around in which he was involved as agents of both sides tried to get 
some important material - and fail. The net of passions, convictions and compulsions 
has entrapped both weak and strong.... The story is confused both by the ideological 
angles and extraneous sex passages, while the clipped prose makes for obtuseness. (Q) 


(LC :56-5777) 
June I8 fiay 21 


Boles, Paul Macmillan 
DEADLINE $3-75 


The Supreme Court decision on desegregation hands down a challenge to 
George Case, a liberal columnist and the voice of the people on a Southern newspaper, 
and in the days of deliberation which follow he must take his stand. At 57, Case 
has lost much of his courage and conviction; he is not a well man, he has been bat- 
tered by the death of his son and the alcoholism of his wife. He spends time here 
and there, with Garth- the reporter who will also be his successor, with a tubercular 
poet on a farm in the hills whom he salvages, and on the paper where outside pres- 
sures exacerbate his own inner tension. Finally he meets his deadline- that "time 
for decision"= and at the expense of his future joins the few who back the Court 
opinion.... Purposeful and creditable as this may be, the argument does not fill out 
the fictional frame and Case, in his time of travail, is a very glum figure, unlikely 
to win a further following. (LC:57-9020) 


June 21 


Williams, Jay Random House 
THE WITCHES $3.95 


At the close of the 16th century Scotland was set agog by a conspiracy 
against the life of James the VI set in motion by so-called witches. History gives 
it passing mention; Jay Williams brings it to life in the words of the Frenchman, 
Martin Marius Vinolas, Huguenot, exiled from his homeland after St. Bartholomew's mas- 
sacre, and teacher of the arts of the rapierand dagger in Edinburgh. Martin had been 
employed now and again in England as a spy, and it was in that capacity that he was 
sent by the Scottish Privy Council to investigate rumors of a Popish plot against 
James. How he pried into the concerns of the folk of Haddington, posing as a merchant 
of canon; how he was accepted as one of the followers of the pagan faith which secret- 
ly cloaked all kinds of strange activities, plots and counterplots; how he discovered 
their goal- to destroy James by witchcraft and set up Bothwell in his place; and how 
he became embroiled in the machinations, subjected to suspicion, constantly endangered 
makes an absorbing and unusual tale. Jay Williams has explored the cult and ceremo- 
nies of withcraft and woven them into a tale of romance and derring-do. (LC:57-646+4 ) 


June 24 


Loring, Emilie Little, Brown 
LOOK TO THE STARS $3.50 


Report repeated from the December 15th bulletin, as follows: "Faith Randolph, 
after her parents' ugly marital debacle, runs away- to bring them together again- and 
takes the name of Maureen Tenny, who had worked for the Randolphs and is now suspect- 
along with her brother- after the theft of some securities. Architect Scott Pelham 
falls in love with her but assumes that she is Maureen whom he discovers to be the 
girl of his faithful retainer- Tink. While refusing to accept the increasing incrimi- 
nating evidence against her- Scott is ready to step aside- for Tink, until the fact 
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that there are two girls make two romances possible.... Except for that unreconstructed 


rental audience, barely bearable. (LC:57-6441)" @ | 
June ?? 

Flender, Harold Ballantine 

PARIS BLUES $3 .00-$ 35 


Paris, hot jazz, and a small combination is muffled by the larger issue of rac‘al 
bitterness, particularly in the case of Eddie Cook, Negro sax player who has found the 
color line subdued by his years of chosen expatriation. Playing in Marie's Cave- and 
Marie's favorite lover on the side (although she has other men- notably a rich, white 
Count), Eddie begins to question his life, himself, and his aggressive anti-Americanism 
when he meets Connie, a schoolteacher, on a ten weeks tour. He falls in love with Connie, 
chafes against the re-direction of his life, but when released- decides to follow her 
homeward.... Paris night life and a guided tour of the skin joints may lend a fillip for 
a certain audience, but if the black and white theme lends a more serious intention- un- 
fortunately the characterization sticks to the same color scheme. (Q) (LC:57-9138) 


Epitaph- Dusty Gaff- Helrograph 
May 6 


Powell, P. H. Roy 
WHY KILL A BUTLER? $2.50 


There are many unexpected elements in the case involving the fatal stabbing of 
the factotum of an Earl who has been a recluse for some twenty-five years; his will which 
leaves a surprising amount of money to some surprising people; the suspicious origins of 
that money; the Earl's unknown romantic paste and his double identity in the present. 
Detective Superintendent Gaden of the Yard pursues his leads with equanimity and self- 
effacement..... Tolerable. (LC:57-708) 


May 15 


Vance, Jack Avalon 
BIG PLANET $2.75 


Claude Glystra, on a commission from Earth to prove - and punish - the subversive 
activities of Charlie Lysidder (Bajarnum of Beaujolais) on Big Planet, escapes the plane 
crash, makes his way, with a diminishing party, almost 40,000 miles to safety. He en- 
counters all the dangers of the many types of communities and ends Lysidder's power threat. 
Visionary vaporings. (LC:57-8746) 


Wade, Alan Mystery House- Bouregy & Curl 
ISLE OF PERIL : $2.75 


Poorly plotted, poorly written, poorly edited- and not worth the paper it is 
printed on. There isn't even a good bloody murder. The setting- an island in the Pacific 
off Monterey; the cast - a hotel keeper who decides to sell off some plots; the buyers, 
including some gangsters determined to get rid of all the others; a young ladies' seminary, 
with some restive damsels who get involved with a photographer who specializes in nudes, 
a. tough individual who farms whales; a curious poet, and so on. Not a credible creature © 
in the lot- and the means used to eliminate them weren't drastic enough for my money. (LC: 


57-8745 ) 
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May 15 


Whitinger, R. D. | Avalon 
HIGH TRAIL | $2.75 


Dave Osborne, deputy marshal, is outnumbered but not outwitted as he bucks 
the whisky traffic to the Upper Missouri Indians. Assisted by an Indian-Joe, and 
assisting a girl running her father's trading outfit, Dave also takes on two freight- 
ers, an Honorable Indian Commissioner turned dishonorable, and an Army Lieutenant- 
all culpable- and backs up his badge with a gun.... A brisk pace all the way. (LC:57- 


8744 ) 
May 28 bp 


Fisher, Clay Houghton, Mifflin 
YELLOWSTONE KELLY $2.75 


Glory hunting in the West brings big guns to bear on Luther Sage Kelly, 
Irish born, classic-quoting scout of many other accomplishments, and limelights his 
supposed life in 1875-76. Entangled with Gall, Sitting Bull's fighting man, and his 
nephew, the vicious Sayapi, over Crow Girl, whose life Kelly saves, Kelly trails them 
when they take her captive, misses the chance to get thé news of ‘the trap for Custer 
to Army sources, learns the secrets of the unexplored Yellowstone, and becomes a 
part of the Indian extermination mission after the Little Horn slaughter. Plains, 
Indian lore and living, savage survival and frontier clashes give this flash. (LC:- 


57-6945 ) 


June 19 


Thomas, Carolyn Lippincott 
THE CACTUS SHROUD $2.95 


A habit of responsibility sends Linda Valentine to Las Vegas from California 
to locate her younger sister, Becky, who turns out to have vanished when an old ex- 
prospector dies. Linda has a breathless time when Becky's landlady is murdered, and 
the police are all for tagging her; she uses the Salvation Army, a wedding and other 
means to avoid them and winds up with Becky but a new twist to her troubles. It takes 
Homicide to get her out of this. Blithe, with gaudy background. (LC:57-8950 ) 


June 28 


Keene, James Random House 
JUSTICE, MY BROTHER! . $2.95 


First person yarning by Henry (Smoke) O'Dare tells of his oldest brother 
Cord's claims to fame and power in the Cherokee Strip, watches the middle brother 
Luther's subjugation by Cord and establishes his own stand for right versus wrong. 
Luther's unhappiness in marriage (Cord has chosen the bride), his accepted guilt in a 
farmer's murder and Smoke's love for Julie are the mixture that carries Smoke into 
manhood and the breaking of Cord's stranglehold. A strong brew in loyalties. (LC:57- 


5394 ) 
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ONE MUST BOOK 


May 23 


Bryant, Arthur | Doubleday 
THE TURN OF THE TIDE: 1939-1943 $6.95 


An extraordinarily interesting piece of contemporary documentation- this his- 
tory of the early years of the war when Britain held the bastions for the Western world. 
It is based on the diaries of Field Marshal Lord Alanbrooke, chief of staff of the 
British forces, a great and relatively unknown general whose decisions on strategy de- 
termined the course of the war. Men for whose roles he was responsible held the lime- 
light that he never sought. His was a role comparable to General Marshall. Fortun- 
ately for posterity he kept a diary, and now- when those diaries were to form the basis 
of this history, he annotated them, commenting after the event- but not changing the 
original context. There are, as a result, amazingly frank comments- and sometimes re- 
versals in current review- on top ranking people,- Marshall, Eisenhower, F.D.R., his 
own associates, military and political. Of Churchill, with whom he was in constant 
contact, he wrote: "He is quite the most difficult man to work with that I have ever 
struck, but I would not have missed the chance of working with him for anything on 
earth." Frequently, he was at odds and in sharp disagreement with other policy makers. 
His usually was the final decision, as for example, on the second front, on the African 
invasion, on Sicily and Italy. Early in the war, with the Belgians and the French col- 
lapsing on his two flanks, he brought out the British Expeditionary Force to Dunkirk 
and escape. He did it a second time a few weeks later, when France stopped fighting 
without notifying him. His was a responsibility in those early years that few men 
could have faced; defeat seemed inevitable- except to men like Churchill and Alan- 
brooke. Today, it is important to recall those years, too easily forgotten in the 
ultimate victory. The mood, the spirit, the challenge come back in these pages. ©} 
Arthur Bryant has made it General Alanbrooke's story, focussed against the week by 
week pattern of the war. A second volume is ultimately coming, but meantime this 
stands firmly on its own. As June selection of Book of the Month, it will win im- 
mediate recognition. (LC: 57-6705) 


These Two Have a Way With Them 


..@ quality that might well capture public imagination and lead to substantial sales. 


The important factor is that elusive word of mouth publicity, which you can help start. 
The two- R.B. Robertson, writing this time OF SHEEP AND MEN (Knopf); and Margaret Hubbard 
Ayer.and Isabella Taves- THE THREE LIVES OF HARRIET HUBBARD AYER (Lippincott). See below. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-Fiction 


May 9 
Duggan, Alfred Coward-McCann 
DEVIL'S BROOD $5 .00 
oeees is the Plantagenet family of the l2th century whose ancestress, reputed to 


be Melusine, the daughter of Satan, founded a line which lived under her curse. The don- 
inating figure is Henry II of England and it is in the chronicle of his life, that of his 
wife, Eleanor of Aquitaine, and their four sons that a mediaeval panorama unrolls. The 
theories of feudalism and homage, of the proper rewards - and punishments, of the poli- 

tics of that day are a background for a closed corporation of a squabbling family. Henry 

III (the Young King) was also King of England in his father's time; Richard, Geoffrey 

and John (Lackland), with their older brother, rebelled at their father's division of @ 
wealth and lands, with always the constant attention of the French kings, the Church - 

and Queen Eleanor. There was fighting, plenty of it; the Young King's war against his 
father; the Old King's broken vows, amazing journeys from Ireland and England to the 
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farthest reaches of his lands;the stigma of the murder of Thomas Becket; the intri- 
gues for advantageous marriages for his sons and daughters; the continuous flow of 
treaties, pacts and broken promises. Here is the history of a period and a lineage ~ 
endowed with all its tempestuousness, detail and emotion to delight a general as 

well as a scholarly reader. (LC: 57-7058) 


May 14 





Munshin, Jules Crown 
DEAR ANYBODY $2.95 


The cultivation- and rewards - of an epistolary career- is here revealed 
in the many types of correspondence the author has indulged in and explored. His 
art - and craftiness-is open for all to see in his pursuit of friends, of his share 
of show business monies; in his gallantry to old friends and family; in messages of 
courtships and marriage; in his double-jointed invitations and business letters; in 
his gadabout displays for opening nights and his lingering letters when there is 
nothing to say.... An actor, Munshin tosses these trifles about with blatant good 
will and floodlighted modesty for a bit of zaniness. (LC: 57-8767) 


May 27 


McMeekin, Clark Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
OLD KENTUCKY COUNTRY $4.00 


Another American Folkways book, by that writing team familiar to those who 
have delighted in their novels of horse country, Show Me A Land and its successors. 
This provides rich entertainment for those who enjoy the gradual unfolding of the 
country in a series that holds high standards of excellence. The history is here 
skillfully interwoven with legend, tradition, the flavor of the region and its way 
of life; with bits of biography and good yarns; and always with the deep love and 
thorough knowledge of Kentucky, their native state. One traces the years of rugged 
pioneering, as individual explorers, trappers and traders, discovered the beauties 
and the richness of bottom lands; then came the adventurous settlers, daring the 
antagonism and the danger of Indians who knew the land as their own; the gradual 
growth of settlements; the wars, culminating in the tragedy of divided loyalties 
during the War Between the States. The main money crops are explored,- tobacco, 
coal, etc; and the more glamorous things for which the state is known and loved:- 
horses, fishing, rare hospitality. Pleasant reading. (LC: 57-7574) 


May 31 


Keeny, S. M. Association Press 
HALF THE WORLD'S CHILDREN $3.50 


Mr. Keeny, who had done relief and rehabilitation work after both world wars, 
has been with UNICEF in Asia since 1950, has here written an informal record of his 
work- and UNICEF's- based on his reports to the organization. It begins in Bangkok 
where in the first six months the foundation for the next six years was laid and where 
they began their fight against death and disease in a program primarily for children 
but inevitably also including the adult population. The organization of medical 
teams, the installation of health centers and hospitals, ultimately the building of 
DDT and penicillin plants, the distribution of food and milk, all is part of this 
vital work which took them around Asia- and back again- in the attempt to reduce and 
eliminate yaws, malaria, tuberculosis, plague and famine. The facts are all there- 
but there are faces too- along with informal notations on people, homes, holidays, 
customs, etc. A book which may help to draw further attention to UNICEF'S impressive 
achievements to date. (LC: 57-7749) 
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May ? 


Biddle, George Harvard Univ. 
THE YES AND NO OF CONTEMPORARY ART $5 .00 © 


"Life always has been and always will be the raw material of art," claims 
George Biddle, an artist himself. Form, devoid of content,can never evoke the deepest 
human emotions which are universal responses to great art. The most significant criti- 
cism of abstract art is its general inability to communicate life themes at many levels. 
Mr. Biddle presents a detailed analysis of contemporary art from the birth of the idea, 
to the creative act, to the reception of the finished product. A comparative study 
selectively discriminates great art through the ages to discover what it is that made 
it great. Consistently, it is the translation of-nature into significant form executed 
in such a way that viewers are intensely moved. Modern art has a muddled and chaotic 
character which reflects the age. Liberated from the restrictions of classicism, an 
anarchic freedom has emerged- as yet unchanneled and unguided. The dehumanization as- 
pect of contemporary art is directly attributable to the age; however, it is not germane 
to the positive contributions of the movement. Cubism and abstractionism are examples 
of matterless form. But the Ben Shahns, Philip Evergoods, and Diego Riveras will live 
on. Mr. Biddle boasts of having known practically every artist of import in our genera- 
tion. His prolific recording of conversations with people like Leger, George Grosz, 
Gertrude and Leo Stein (to mention a few) would seem to indicate this. Aside from ex- 
cessive verbiage and protracted theorizing, the book is a refreshing change from the 
abundance of apfologias for cubism and abstractionism. A defined market. 16 pp. illus- 
trations. (LC: 57-7606) 

June 5 


Winsten, Stephen Dutton 
JESTING APOSTLE: The Life of Bernard Shaw $5.00 @ 


The friend and frequent biographer of G.B.S., Stephen Winsten, surveys his 
private life. He is particularly interested in Shaw's philosophy and the origin and 
subsequent persistence of his sarcastic and often cryptic wit. The recurring "It's all 
a pack of lies” can be traced to Mr. Carr Shaw, the father, who treated life as a big 
joke and a grand hypocrisy. Shaw's comprehensive suspicion of conventions and cliches 
derives from the father. His emergent philosophy, however, added an element of hope and 
sincerity - a purposeful life. Humans are instruments of the Life Force (Shaw's pet 
name for God) - an erring, groping, sacrificing entity- through which the Purpose is 
fulfilled. The egotistical, clever old Shaw might sanction his new label - jesting 
apostle. With the aid of heretofore unpublished correspondence, the author portrays 
Shaw in his relationships, in his personal predispositions and prejudices. The Social- 
ists, the women, the vegetarians, the critics, the actresses, the housekeepers- these 
sketches in relation to Shaw, elaborate the already well-established Shavian repertoire 
in a readable and perceptive manner. But...we doubt that the book will widen the Shavian 
market. (Illustrated with 33 photographic plates) (LC: 57-5352) 


June 6 


Cruickshank, Helen Gere Devin-Adair 
JOHN AND WILLIAM BARTRAM'S AMERICA $5 .00 


Fifth and latest in the American Naturalist Series, this record of the Penn- 
sylvania father and son, John and William Bartram, clarifies their great contribution 
to the field of natural history. John, known as the "Truth Teller" to the Delaware 
Indians, lived from 1699 to 1777. He founded the first Botanic Garden in the new world @ 
and this book incorporates his descriptions of his travels in search of new plant life. 
Both father and son sent plant specimens to the leading European botanists of’ their time. 


William's accounts of his extensive journeys through Indian country - south and west- 
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are of livelier interest than his father's pedestrian reportage. Whether the fault 
lies in the original records- or in the selection made from them, is a moot question. 
Helen Cruickshank's own Flight Into Sunshine (1948) reveals a gift for sharing en- 
thusiasm for natural history that this material lacks. Nonetheless, it is important 
source material for scientist and historian and of the early research in the field. 
Francis Lee Jaques has done the illustrations. 


June 6 


Nash, Ogden Little, Brown 
YOU CAN'T GET THERE FROM HERE $3.75 


The man who first broke the word sound barriers cuddles down in a book once 
more to give asylum to fellow time travelers, now parents and grandparents, to nature 
lovers (and haters), to even those who do not know a hey from a nonny. Ms. Found 
Under. A Serviette will wipe out prison bars of Mitford's U and Non-U thesis; Rapunzel 
hangs up the hilarity; Sic Semper. Mr. Sherman's Temper. takes card games, taxis and 
ladies in -, sleep....Our Boy has a word for everything and whether it's one you know 
or a new one he makes you a present of - it's a word.... And he still can give a ring- 
around to anyone who tries to write rings around HIM... (Signed: A Fatuous Fan.) 


(LC: 57-7838) 


June 7 
Craig, Dennis B. & Parkes, Brian Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
DRAMA IN DIAMONDS $3.75 


The theft of the Oppenheimer jewels, insured at 250,000 pounds, worth 213,000 
and recovered to a large extent is a "ghost story in South African criminal history" 
retold here by two men who covered the case. The jewels which were stolen from a safe 
without a tattletale fingerprint and smuggled out in a pillowcase were supposedly 
destined to be sold to Lucky Luciano in Italy- had it not been for the intervention 
of William Linsay Pearson, an "inventor" with a shady past and a shaky story who in- 
formed- for a price. Two men, along with Pearson, were suspect at the start- Radley, 
a "modern Raffles' and Miles, a former war hero, but inconclusive evidence brought 
only Miles to trial and could not bring in a verdict against him.... A not too cau- 
tionary tale, this proves- if anything- that there is no trust let alone honor among 
thieves, that crime can pay off- up to a point, and the magnitude of the theft- along 
with its wake of continuing conjecture- will compare it to our native Brink's robbery. 
It's an interesting case- and the authors do it justice. (LC: 57-8786) 


June 10 
Muller, Wolfgang Criterion 
MAN AMONG THE STARS $4.59 
aS 


The prophets and architects of space travel increase- and at their heels, 
the sober critics follow- assessing technological means already at the disposal of 
science, psychological hazards during the long voyage, cost factors, military advan- 
tages. These critics- of whom Muller is one- seek to reconcile the frightening pros- 
pect of exploring the universe with the conventions of scientific advance; purposely 
or not, they mediate between the terrestial citizen of today and his approaching 
role as the interplanetary citizen, thereby lessening public anxiety. Muller per- 
forms his service exceptionally well- perhaps too well, too reassuringly. He es- 
tablishes space travel amid its historical setting of astronomical belief, he points 
up the attitude of the Church, he estimates blandly the possibilities that planets 
may contain life similar to our own- all this in addition to his conscientious remarks 
upon the present and foreseeable equipment of the rocketeer. This leaves an almost un- 
assailable impression that space travel is purely a physical departure from the right 
little, tight little customs of the world. For the en avant-en garde audience among 
the men and the boys. 
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June 12 


Hecht, Ben p Harper 
CHARLIE A%qs5 $450 @ 

An overflow of memories and love for Charles MacArthur, the years and experi- 
ences they shared and the feeling for a friend's hidden hell makes this a sensitive, emo- 
tional recording of a life in which intangibles are more important than tangibles. Hecht 
pictures MacArthur as one who was preoccupied with death, who kept wounds (from child- 
hood and adult years) out of sight, whose ribaldry and carnival spirit grew from a repu- 
tation into a legend and whose defiance - of the world, conventions and rules - was re- 
flected in his independence. His stories of Charlie in his childhood (in Nyack, N.Y.), 
in the wars, in Chicago as a newspaperman of the '20's, in New York City among the 
specialized literary names of the day, in his first marriage and then in the many years 
of his long love for Helen Hayes - have the warmth and understanding of a companion who 
worked and played - and suffered - with a guy whose larkish and darkest moments were part 
of common experiences. His pranks and his unpublicized gentlenesses, his moving picture 
drudgery and his playwriting, the many levels and many worlds in which he had many friends, 
and the later years of failing health that was ignored - fill in the portrait of a man 
whose charm marked a heyday of personality. Names and sentiment, fun and crackup, an 
individual adventure - this is lingering farewell. Illustrated. (LC: 57-7976) 


June 17 


Roberts, Major Joseph B. & Holt 
Briand, Captain Paul L.- fds. . $5.00 
THE SOUND OF WINGS 


A collection of prose and poetry follows the "progress of flight and man's at- 
titude toward it” with many types of inclusions and arranges its selections by chronology 
of content rather than chronology of composition. It is divided into five sections that ©} 
run from before 1914, World War I, the years between wars, World War II and after. Dreams 
and visions, attempts and accomplishments are here as are concepts of flight and the re- 
sponsibilities of men as fliers. From Ovid and Milton, Johnson, Swift and Poe, Tennyson, 
Whitman and Dos Passos; from Nordhoff and Hall, Yeats, Faulkner, Conrad and Hardy, Saint 
Exupery, Anne Morrow Lindbergh; from Steinbeck, Shaw, Thurber, Jan Struther and Michener 
(for just a sampling of names) - come these flashes, pictures, stories, accounts of yester- 
day, today - and tomorrow's air age. Darius Green is here as well as the White Sands 
testing grounds, balloons give way to the Wright brothers, to greater heights and faster 
speeds, to jets and further space conquest. There is war from the air and the emotions 
it produces; there are the many, many "men rashly mounting”. An interesting assembly 
represents a swift advance. (LC: 57-6192) 


Robertson, R. B. Knopf 
OF SHEEP AND MEN $5 .00 


* A year on the north bank of the Tweed occupies the author of Of Whales and Men 
(1954) and his photographer wife and informs them of the cycle of sheep raising, intro- 
duces them to the small in number (but wide in variety) of "Lanzier's" population, and 
gives him a chance to be "gey" entertaining about the whole thing. The pastoral life 
nearly "knocked the bluidy stuffin'-out o'" them; they were introduced to their surround- 
ings at dipping time, and followed the calendar through the matings, the mass obstetrics 
of lambing, on through the clipping; they met the gypsies and vagrants in May, and gave 
up trying to save and succor the tourists in the summer, and took a fascinated part in 
the “tup" auctions. They were part of the local salmon poaching; they went to the Billy 
Graham All-Scotland Crusade; they watched "the Anatopism", (an American Wall Street law- 
yer, ) become naturalized; they have superior guides and counselors in Tam, the herd, 
Barry |'Original, Auld Kenneth and his dogs, and Mrs. Tam; they become part of all the @ 
human tangles throughout the glens. Things ovine may not be as spectacular as things 
cetacean but Dr. Robertson is the man to find the unusual and the fascinating - in the 
villagers as well as in the animals. Sure to call out his previous enthusiasts and a 
certain pleasure for any new experimenter. Photographs by Mrs. Robertson. (LC:56-8928) 
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June 17 
Ayer, Margaret H. & Taves, Isabelle Lippincott 
THE THREE LIVES OF HARRIET HUBBARD AYER $3.95 


The remarkable, and it might seem unbelievable were it not true, story of 
Harriet Hubbard Ayer who achieved tremendous success as a society beauty, as a busi- 
nesswoman, and as a newspaperwoman, but who was also pilloried and persecuted- at the 
cost of all she held dear- this has, of course, a potent human interest. A seemingly 
dull girl at 15, when this account begins, Harriet married- at 16- wealthy, spoiled 
Herbert Ayer and as she grew up to reveal her qualities of imagination and independence, 
energy and taste, their interests became increasingly disparate. The disaster of the 
Chicago fire in which she lost her baby was a longlasting grief and as she ended her 
marriage- a short time before Herbert's bankruptcy- she took her two girls to New 
York. Working to support them, she accepted the financial help of attractive Jim 
Seymour but refused him (and all others) as a lover, and consequently sparked the 
vindictive years which followed in which he collaborated with a European doctor to 
keep her drugged and to take Margaret- her youngest- away from her. In the notorious 
trial which followed, Harriet was vindicated- but it cost her her children. In the 
next years, Herbert tricked her into an asylum- a frightful “house of despair" from 
which she eventually secured her release. Without money (her business had skidded 
sharply) but still with great courage, she started again, established herself as a 
writer on the World and before her death resumed a close relationship with Margaret 
who tells her story.... The period here (which ends with her life)- at the turn of 
the century,- of feminist assertion outside the home, adds to the life of a woman of 
enterprise and endurance which other women should find highly readable. (LC:57-8947) 


June 2 25 


Koestler, Arthur Macmillan 
REFLECTIONS ON HANGING $4.00 


A departure from what one expects as Koestler with his usual clarity presents 
the arguments for capital punishment and then destroys them. Aside from questions of 
logic, his thesis is well documented and organized. He begins with medieval case his- 
tories and their justifications and concludes with present day practices in England, 
comparing them to other countries. He examines the institutions and conditions opera- 
tive in legal judgments and exposes their inherent shortcomings. The sanguinary lust 
of the crowd, the inhumane sadism of the tribunals - these vindictive, retributive 
elements of punishment demonstrate how often emotions, irrational and unwieldy, in- 
sinuate themselves into an area which should be controlled by reason. The introduc- 
tion by Edmond Cahn, Professor of Law at New York University, shows how Koestler's 
thesis may be applied universally, especially in the United States. A Koestler mar- 
ket, limited by the technical approach. (LC: 57-9545) 


RUSSIA IN TRANSITION (\iy $4.50 v 


| 
‘ 


Deutscher, Isaac 


With the clarity exhibited in his earlier books, (The Prophet Armed$ Russia: 
What Next?, and Stalin: A Political Biography) Isaac Deutscher, a well-known British 
political scientist, discusses in essay form, the dynamics of Soviet society. Fo- 
cussing primarily on the post-Stalin era, Mr. Deutscher covers such subjects as the 
changing intellectual and scientific climate, Krushchev's denunciation of Stalin, what 
the de-Stalinization process means in terms of egalitarianism and freedom, the New 
Five Year Plan. Included in the collection are some historical essays dealing with 
the Revolution per se, its similarities and dissimilarities to the French Revolution, 
Mr. E. H. Carr as Historian of the Bolshevik Regime, etc. At the personal level, 
Deutscher examines the misgivings, doubts, self-recriminations of the ex-communist, 
the person who dissents from and renounces what was formerly an integral part of his 
life. The essays are well-written and are predicated on a comprehensive understand- 
ing and critical evaluation of Soviet affairs. (LC: 57-7057 ) 
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June 19 


Johnson, Gerald W. Lippincott © 
THE LUNATIC FRINGE $3.95 


"The man who not only sees what is the necessary next step, but is willing to 
take it is almost always regarded as a lunatic by his contemporaries." Arranged, roughly, 
in chronological order are the takes of thirteen "lunatic" men and women adjudged crazy, 
in degrees, by the prevailing code of ethics and behavior governing their time. The 
judgments were often temporary, for much that these unconventionalists stood for was in- 
corporated into subsequent ethical codes and behavioral recommendations. The reader 
must face the problem of deciding which of our contemporary controversial characters 
will, in another day, be acclaimed or defamed by his society. The Grimke sisters, who 
participated vehemently in the Abolition movement; Thomas Paine, who learned the sacer- 
dotal view that atheism does not necessarily preclude the belief in God, only the belief 
in the clergy; John Peter Altgeld, the Governor of Illinois who pardoned three unjustly 
convicted men in the Haymarket affair; Carry Nation who stormed the nation with her 
hatchet to demolish bars and extinguish drinking- these are but a few of the piv eet 
mentioned in this colorful and provocative book. (LC: 57-8949) 


June 20 — 


Smart, Charles Allen . Doubleday 
AT HOME IN MEXICO $3.50 


In San Miguel, where bells toll for every conceivable occasion, Mr. Smart (of 
R. F.D.fame) his wife, Peggy, and their son, Jamie, finally decided to buy a home and — 
settle down for a while. Their adventures with Maria, the servant; Don Carlos, the man © 
who supervised through his broken spectacles the remodeling of their house; Marciana, 
the ethereal beauty from Sweden who was robbed - are written off with a light touch. 
The daily living schedule, the satisfactions and disappointments in writing, irregular- 
ities in routine are unified by the “living-in-Mexico" theme. We are introduced to the 
different customs and people and come away with the feeling that this sort of thing is, 
indeed, fun and doesn't cost too much. (LC: 57-7829) 


June 24 


Doss, Helen & Carl Holt 
IF YOU ADOPT A CHILD $3.95 


The authors of The Family Nobody Wanted (1954) and twelve times over adoptive 
parents, pool their personal knowledge with a thorough investigation of the question of 
adoption. It braves some new areas when, in discussing sterility, it indicates that 
artificial insemination might be an answer and, in viewing alternatives to adoption, 
outlines work with and for children as a substitute. Its coverage of the chances of 
adoption, the questions of race, creed and age, of the older child and the hard-to-place 
baby with special needs, of where the children come from and how they turn out, answers 
many queries. The section of the parents-to-be and what they should look for in thenm- 
selves, what they must face in agency questioning, what their attitude should be is 
very helpful. The black and gray markets, independent and private and foreign agencies; 
the care and raising of babies and older children; the "lost children" and how to find 
them; the need for change in adoption laws and the legal rights of the adopted child - 
all of this too comes under consideration. There is a directory of adoption agencies 
with their religious affiliations, the type of work they do and the type of children 
they handle, in the U.S., Hawaii, Puerto Rico, The Virgin Islands and Canada. This is 
another excellent addition to usable adoption material and should be recommended to all 
couples who have started to think about such a step. (LC: 57-7355) 
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June 26 


Castelot, Andre Harper , 
QUEEN OF FRANCE $5.00 


When Marie Antoniette arrived from Austria to become the Dauphine, the wife 
of Louis (XVI) Capet, and the Queen of France, she was much too preoccupied with the 
gaiety and extensiveness of the nuptial ceremonies and celebrations to suspect the 
impending horror which was eventually to take her life. Here is a chronological bio- 
graphy of the woman who was called "That Austrian Bitch", the woman who in the face 
of a starving people elected to continue the trivialities of her coterie, her masked 
balls, the mixing with people of low degree, the court intrigues and the petty jeal- 
ousies. From the day that the 14 year old girl with the magnificent complexion and 
mocking smile left Vienna to that day when she lay, her head chopped off and lying 
between her legs, Marie Antoniette was the talk of France. In the beginning she was 
their gay darling who had the misfortune to be married to the dumpy, temporarily 
impotent Louis XVI. Her scandalous behavior, however, coupled with her pusillani- 
mous attitude to her subjects culminated in their wrath and her decapitation. Her 
relationships with Madame Du Barry, the mistress of the old King; Exel Ferson, that 
handsome Swede who loved her with sincerity and devqtion; her courtiers, ministers, 
her husband, these are described with maximal interest. The flight to Varennes, the 
trial, the gory end are told with verisimilitude. Mr. Castelot's abundance of detail 
vivifies his material without weighing it down. (LC: 56-6021) 


Bertin, Celia Harper 
PARIS A LA MODE $4.00 


Some rather trivial talk about the beau monde of haute couture offers an 
entree to the workrooms and salons of the big designers and you will meet that charmed 
circle of vendeuses and mannequins, wholesalers and customers and attend several show- 
ings. Those behind the scenes are not neglected, nor are some of the personalities 
in the subsidiary trades- handbags, shoes, jewelry, fabrics- along with Vionnet, 

Chanel, Schiaparelli, Patou, Dior, Balenciaga, Fath, etc... Mlle. Bertin is very much 
impressed with all of them- and their talents, but her sprinkling of French words 

lends more tone than style, and the illustrations in line- throughout the text- lend 
neither.... Possible for that fashion-conscious femme, an accessory at best.(LC:56-11070) 


June 28 


O'Dell, Scott Crowell 
COUNTRY OF THE SUN $3.95 


Following an introduction about the early explorers and foreign powers in 
Southern California and its emergent status as a part of the United States, we are 
invited to a historical and anecdotal survey of each of the nine southern California 
counties. Each county lays claim to some kind of color or eccentricity- which is ac- 
knowledged today in the form of a fair, a local legend or a street name. The counties 
are separated by chapters with tourist guides at the end- these are lists of holidays 
and fairs categorically arranged by county and month. The prospective tourist venturing 
to the Golden West might do well to glance through. | 


June wr 24 


Chiang Kai-shek Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 

SOVIET RUSSIA IN CHINA / $5.00 
No text by the leader of the exiled Republic of China on the Soviet Russia 

in China can be ignored. This book is actually three- or more- books in one. It is 
a somewhat surprisingly objective historical record of thirty odd years of Communist 
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penetration of China, stemming back to Sun Yat Sen's idealistic aims, his mistaken as- 
sumption that the Soviet “smiling diplomacy" was authentic, and that China's aims could 

be sustained; and going forward to the situation today, with China virtually in Moscow's @ ( 
pocket. In between, Russian Communism schemed to use the national revolution to its own 
ends, toyed with Japanese aggression, created issues with foreigners, stalled the Kuo- 
mintang's successive efforts to unify China, made promises only to break or circumvent 
them, set up in Sinkiang the prototype of puppet governments under Moscow surveillance 
everywhere. While the years of civil war, of Sino-Japanese war, of world war are tele- 
scoped, singularly little space is given to the Korean War, with the exception of the 
conclusion where he blames the stalemate on the refusal to allow participation of Republic 
of China forces. Another- and to this reader the most significant part of the text- is 
the thoughtful analysis of the causes of failure of the Republic of China, of the abortive 
efforts of the Western free world to mediate, of the steps by which the Communist penetra- 
tion was achieved. He does not hesitate to acknowledge divisiveness in his own forces, 
nor to face the shortcomings. Nor does he stop at criticism of the West. A third part 

of the book is the conclusion, the analysis of the courses open, the mistakes to avoid, 
the facts to face, the necessity of substituting local war in East Asia with conventional 
weapons, for world war with nuclear weapons. Not easy reading at any point. (LC:57-10316) 


June ?? 


Hawkins, Stuart Wilfred Funk 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK $4.95 


In time for New York City's summer festival and oncoming visitors this will 

~ give up-to-date information on all the possibilities of where to, what to, how to, with 

a close eye on the budget. There's enough of the city's history and background to set 

up a knowledgeable approach; there is enough discussion of where to stay and eat so that 
the trip can be tailored to the person; the top ten sights to see are described and build- @ 
ings, churches, colleges, historic houses, housing projects, memorials and monuments, 
museums and music centers, parks, parkways and drives follow for special interests (with 
instructions on ways in reaching them). The next section gives area tours from downtown 
heading up and a final portion of the book is devoted to a possible coverage in a six-day 
stay. There are lists of various shopping districts, and the lists of hotels and eating 
places are arranged in groups by location (downtown, midtown, east and west, etc.) with 
prices indicated. For anyone who wants to plan and organize a visit which will get the 
best from the most (for the least, if necessary) this should prove most helpful. (Of 
course no one book could be satisfyingly complete.) Illustrated with author's photo- 
graphs. (LC: 57-6511) 


Georges-Michel, Michel Houghton, Mifflin 
FROM RENOIR TO PICASSO $4 .00 


Michel Georges-Michel, art critic and amateur artist, has recorded here his 
acquaintance and conversations with important figures of the art world during the last 
half century. Neither technical nor profound, this volume is in effect a series of 
personality pieces about the great and temperamental men behind the significant can- 
vases of our time. It relates them to their public, to their dealers, their models 
and collectors. In addition it explores the feuds and friendships among them. There 
are intimate glimpses in each chapter .. . of Modigliani and Utrillo as young unknowns, 
exchanging overcoats .. . of Toulouse Lautrec's beloved model, La Goulue, working in 
a circus as an old woman, selling the master's canvases for a few francs to feed her 
lions . . . of Renoir denouncing Picasso . .. and of Picasso declaring his own work 
a forgery. Good reading and a splendid gift for those whose best hours are spent with r 
pictures and sculpture. Illustrations are black and white portraits by the author. 


(LC: 57-9025 ) 
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June 7? 


Shepherd, Gordon St. Martin's Press 
THE AUSTRIAN ODYSSEY $5 .00 


A political interpretation of Austria- from the "Empire's pistol-point di- 
vorce from Bismarck's Germany" in 1866 to the restoration of the Second Republic last 
year assesses her long history of indecision and compromise along with her congenial 
"natural passivity" which frames such a large question- not only for her survival but 
that of the western world. So that, the evaluation of the failure of the old Austrian 
Empire ("international too early and national too late"); of the first Republic and 
the movement toward Anschluss with Germany- all through the years a potent factor; 
the submerged years under Hitler and after which still generated a dedicated resist- 
ance movement at many levels, all fill in the background to the present when freedom 
has brought a "sterner challenge than subjugation"- the test of responsibility, one 
which Austria has failed whether as an Imperial or Republican people. It is her 
pivotal position today, as the chief non-Communist unifying force in a divided cen- 
tral Europe, which gives Austria her vital importance- politically and ideologically, 
and this study its value for all concerned with the precarious world situation today. 
Shepherd, who has spent ten years in Austria as a soldier and a journalist, writes 
with an informed knowledge of her past and a cogent awareness of her future. 


Late Comers in Late April Material 


Nichols, Beverley Dutton 
SUNLIGHT ON THE LAWN $3.75 


Two confessions:- I have a weakness for Beverley Nichols' reminiscences of 
house and garden, despite a slight distaste for the too too precious aura; I still 
look back nostalgically to the cottage of Down the Garden Path from the more exalted 
Georgian Merry Hall of his recent books.... Mercifully, the whimsy and the classicism 
find antidotes in the humor and the rare ability to laugh at himself. For this time 
Mr. Nichols indulges in almost incredible follies and extravagances, that lead to 
more and more formalities of design in his garden. But here and there the most 
casual of gardeners will find bits of treasural garden lore and wisdom. We meet again 
his warring neighbors, Our Rose and Miss Emily, with a new source of irritation as 
Our Rose exudes her self importance in a new role as floral spirit healer. Miss 
Mint (of Laughter. on the Stairs) provides some new enchantments - and a near tragedy 
in her impossible tenants; Bob to the rescue, with ingenuity- and apparently an in- 
exhaustible pocketbook. And- for subtler rescue, Marius managed to make Miss Emily 
and Our Rose bury- for the moment- the hatchet. There's a bit of everything in 
this, with the search for the sundial- and the acquisition of balustrade and columns 
as the central theme. The MacLaren drawings put- for my taste- too much stress on 
this phase of the story. (4/30. LC: 57-5350) 


Sharp, D. Louise Holt 
? WHY TEACH? $4.00 


Dean Sharp asks the title question, Why Teach? A host of outstanding con- 
temporaries give resounding affirmative reasons. Judge Medina, Stuart Chase, Harry 
Emerson Fosdick, Omar Bradley, Russel Crouse, Clifton Fadiman, Paul G. Hoffman, 
Helen Keller, Frances Parkinson Keyes, Howard Lindsay, Sam Levenson, Margaret Mead, 
Adlai Stevenson, Karl Menninger and other distinguished contemporaries discuss the 
teacher's role in our society. Many contributors have been on both sides of the 
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teacher's desk; Pitirim Sorokin, Clifton Fadiman, Margaret Chase Smith and Lillian Gil- 
breth. This warm and absorbing book gives insight into the great when they were small. 
Professor Frank Baxter tells of a “golden remembered moment" when his second grade 
teacher praised his drawing. Mark Van Doren celebrates the teacher's integrity -- 

"He does not have to invent reasons why the world should buy his article; he does not 
have to juggle and cajole, to act a part, to shade or trim the truth as he in his own . 
mind sees it." This is a stimulating, readable work worthy of the attention of school 
and public libraries as well as guidance teachers. The nation needs 180,000 more 
teachers than are currently available. This book might convince those who are unde- 
cided vocationally that their place is in a classroom. (4/2k. LC: 56-6732) 





Tilke, Max | Frederick A. Praeger 
COSTUME PATTERNS AND DESIGNS $22 .50 


This scholarly reference work encompasses research into the costumes of all 
nations from antiquity forward. The author, Max Tilke, well known for his earlier 
publications on the history of costume design, undertook this volume as a companion 
and supplement to his A Pictorial History of Costume. A hundred and twenty eight full 
color and black and white illustrations give examples of the evolution of clothing. 
Detailed annotations indicate specific fabrics and materials used in decorations. En- 
largements of border and all-over patterns afford many suggestions for those interested 
in costume design or fashion. Mr. Tilke did not live to complete the book. Commentary 
by Dr. Wolfgang Bruhn defines the relationships between the clothing of different 
countries and eras. (Publ. LC: 57-6426) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE ® 


Page 


157 Myrer, Anton- THE BIG WAR- price from $4.95 to $4.50 (Appleton-Century-Crofts ) 
158 O'Faolain, Sean- FINEST STORIES OF SEAN O'FAOLAIN- from 4/24 to 5/9 (Little, Brown) 
206 -Langer, Susanne- Title from CREATION AND EXPRESSION to PROBLEMS OF ART- date 
ae from 4/? to 5/16 (Scribner ) 
210 Engel, Louis- HOW TO BUY STOCKS- postponed to 9/5 (Little, Brown) 
212 White, William L.- THE CAPTIVES OF KOREA- definite date 5/15 (Scribner) 
232 Marquand, John P.- LIFE AT HAPPY KNOLL- from 5/20 to 6/10 (Little, Brown) 
246 Brown, Bonner & Weir- THE NEXT HUNDRED YEARS- price from $3.75 to $3.95 (Viking) 
251 Phillips, Alan- THE LIVING LEGEND- from 5/20 to 6/11 (Little, Brown) 
251 Reynolds, Quentin- THEY FOUGHT FOR THE SKY- from 5/20 to 6/10 (Rinehart ) 
252 Cantor & Ardmore- TAKE MY LIFE- from 5/23 to 5/17 (Doubleday) 
252 Hession, Brian- DETERMINED TO LIVE- from 5/23 to 6/20 (Doubleday) 
253 Codman, Charles- DRIVE- postponed to 8/26 (Little, Brown- A.M.P.) 
268 Lynde, H.H.- THE ADVERSARY- from 6/7 to 6/17 (Random House) 
286 Nash, Arthur- DANGEROUS HAVEN- title changed to VIOLENT VOYAGE (McGraw-Hill) 
290 Baldwin, Faith- THREE FACES OF LOVE- definite date 6/10 (Rinehart ) 
293 Michener & Day- RASCALS IN PARADISE- definite date 6/10 (Random House) 
298 Kilmer, Pat- DOUGH, RAY AND ME- from 5/22 to 6/17 (Morrow-Sloane ) 
302 Albert, Marvin H.- BROADSIDES AND BOARDERS- definite date 5/24 (Appleton-Century ) 
303 Sprague, Marshall- MASSACRE- from 6/4 to 6/12 (Little, Brown) 
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